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mission statement
Queensland Narrating Service is a non-profit community organisation
that enables people with print disabilities to exercise their right to access
desired information in audio formats, enabling them to enrich their lives
and participate in decisions that affect them. QNS operates in a fair and
responsible manner in our dealings with volunteers, staff, funding providers,
agencies representing people with print disabilities and the broader community.

quality
Queensland Narrating Service employs stringent processes which ensure that the
quality of QNS audio books continues to improve and meet the high standards
expected by readers and librarians. Queensland Narrating Service’s Quality
Management System is certified under AS/NZS ISO9001:2008. Feedback is
encouraged and appreciated.
Narrators are skilled and motivated people often with backgrounds in radio
broadcasting and acting.

qns audio - open access - special access
Consumers’ special needs are an important consideration:
•
All audio formats are clearly identifiable by introductions, endings and 		
tactile numbering
•
CDs are track marked at each chapter for easy navigation
•
All QNS audio books are complete and unabridged
QNS offers both open access books (narrated for the general community) and
special access books (narrated for people with print disabilities). For a definition of
print disability see www.qns.net.au
No unauthorised copying, broadcasting or public performance of these recordings
is permitted.

prices
All prices quoted in this catalogue include GST and presentation folders with full
colour cover insert.

mp3 format
The QNS MP3 format has chapter sub-sections and 3 minute interval sub-sections.
This means that the QNS MP3 format can be played in DAISY machines with a
high level of navigation.
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orders
orders and delivery
A full marc record for each title is available on the Libraries Australia Database.
QNS titles can also be ordered from ALS Library Services (www.alslib.com.au).
QNS titles are alos available through Audio-Read.
Orders will be dealt with promptly and are usually dispatched within 8 weeks of
receipt (this time-frame may vary depending on the size of the order).
All audio books are dispatched freight-free. Please quote catalogue numbers when
ordering.

replacement CDs, DAISY, MP3 & folders
We provide a fast replacement presentation folder service. We guarantee
replacement CDs, DAISY and MP3 CDs will always be available for any title ordered
regardless of when first issued.
When ordering replacement CDs, DAISY and MP3 CDs or presentation folders,
quote the QNS catalogue number and the CD number to be replaced. The catalogue
number is located on the back cover of CD books and the front cover of MP3
and DAISY books. Ensure you write “CD”, “DAISY” or “MP3” after the catalogue
number if you require a replacement CD, DAISY or MP3 CD.
Replacement CDs cost $8.80 each, GST included. Replacement DAISY and MP3
CDs cost $15.00 each, GST included. Presentation folders, complete with cover
inserts, may be purchased separately, prices available on request.
QNS continues to provide replacement cassettes from previous orders.

contact
Queensland Narrating Service
PO Box 1383
Coorparoo DC Qld 4151

qns@qns.net.au
www.qns.net.au
07 3324 0004 (p)
07 3324 2191 (f)
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This catalogue contains:
31 Open Access Titles
An order form
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open access audio titles
BAIL, Murray

The Pages

Australian
adult fiction general

narrator: Kaye Stevenson
On a family sheep station in the interior of Australia, a brother and sister
work the property while their reclusive brother Wesley Antill, spends years
toiling away in one of the sheds, writing a philosophy. Now he has died.
Erica, a philosopher, is sent from Sydney to appraise his work.
Accompanying her is Sophie who needs a distraction from a string of
failed relationships. Her field is psychoanalysis. These two women,
each with a different view of the world, meet a situation they have not
experienced before — with surprising results.

Units
Code
Price

CD
7
3585CD
$66.20

BAKER, Mark
Raphael

The Fiftieth Gate

adult non-fiction

narrator: John Sharpe

DAISY
1
3585DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3585MP3
$60.00

What right did I possess, as a child of survivors, to recreate an account
of the Holocaust as if I was there? In writing The Fiftieth Gate, Mark
Baker describes a journey from despair and death towards hope and
life; it is the story of a son who enters his parents’ memories and, inside
the darkness, finds light. In his evocative prose, Baker takes us to this
place of horror, and then brings us back to reflect on these events and
remember: ‘Never again’.
Across the silence of fifty years, Baker and his family travel from Poland
and Germany to Jerusalem and Melbourne, as the author struggles
to uncover the mystery of his parents’ survival: his father Yossl was
imprisoned in concentration camps and his mother Genia was forced into
hiding after the Jews of her village were murdered.

Units
Code
Price

CD
8
3999CD
$72.80

DAISY
1
3999DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3999MP3
$60.00
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BAKER, Mark
Raphael

Thirty Days

Australian biography

narrator: Clem Fechner
One minute my wife was there. In a flash she was gone. In the ten months
of Kerryn’s dying, I prepared myself for everything except for her death. Now
that she is gone, I am desperate to know her as I never knew her.
Thirty Days is a portrait of grief, of a marriage and of a family. It is the moving
memoir of Mark’s wife of 33 years, Kerryn Baker, who died ten months after
her diagnosis, aged 55, from stomach cancer.
It is also a study in how we construct our own version of the past, after Mark
discovers a cache of Kerryn’s letters in the laundry cupboard and has to
rethink their relationship. It is a book about memory and its uncertainties, as
Mark sifts through photos and home movies, as his wife gets sicker, and his
search for clues about their relationship grows more desperate. In her last
days, Kerryn reveals her traumatic childhood to Mark for the first time. She
emerges as the rock of the family, a brave and wise woman, clear-eyed about
her treatment, focused on finding the path to a peaceful death. Paradoxically,
her dying brings the couple back to the intensity of their first love.

Units
Code
Price

CD
6
4011CD
$59.60

BLAINEY, Ann

I Am Melba

Australian biography

narrator: Barbara Duncan

DAISY
1
4011DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
4011MP3
$60.00

I Am Melba - how a Melbourne girl defied her father and left her husband to
become the most famous singer of the age. Growing up in Melbourne, Nellie
Mitchell showed musical promise and dreamed of fame, but her father had
more orthodox plans in mind. Early marriage took her to the Queensland
cane-fields - but her ambitions remained, and she soon fled to London,
trusting in talent and luck to get her by. Within a few years, reborn as Nellie
Melba, she was performing to overflowing concert halls, hobnobbing with
royalty and collaborating with Europe’s most renowned musicians. When
her affair with the heir to the defunct French throne was discovered, the
press chased them from Paris to St Petersburg and back again, desperate
for a glimpse of the Voice and her royal conquest. Feted and condemned by
critics, relentlessly pursued by the press and mobbed by adoring fans, Dame
Nellie Melba was Australia’s first superstar. Behind the scenes, she was a
canny businesswoman, an affectionate mother and a playful practical joker.
When she died - apparently after a botched face-lift - flags were flown at halfmast and thousands turned out to see her funeral cortege.In this definitive
biography, Ann Blainey captures the exuberance, controversy and pathos of
a remarkable Australian life.

Units
Code
Price

CD
16
3567CD
$125.60

DAISY
1
3567DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3567MP3
$60.00
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BROOKS, David

Napoleon’s Road

adult fiction general

narrator: Clem Fechner
A writer questions the architecture of words, struggling to capture his
ideas before they are lost; a husband excavating beneath his house
becomes mesmerised by silence and disappears in search of solitude; a
lighthouse keeper dreams that he is a man dreaming that he is the keeper
of a lighthouse.
Magnificent in its scope and imagery, David Brooks’ mastery of the written
word is eclipsed in this thought-provoking collection. Both evocative and
experimental, Brooks’ stories conjure fragments of memory and time,
capturing streetscapes and heartscapes in a mosaic-style splendour.

Units
Code
Price

CD
4
4010CD
$46.40

DAISY
1
4010DAISY
$80.00

CATRON, Mandy Len

How to Fall in Love with Anyone

adult non-fiction

narrator: Barbara Duncan

MP3
1
4010MP3
$60.00

Why does love last? Does love ever work the way it does in films, books
and social media? Or does our obsessing over love stories harm real
relationships? These were questions Mandy Len Catron set out to answer
when her parents’ 28-year marriage and her own 10-year relationship
finished almost concurrently.
In a series of candid, charming and wise essays, she explores what it
means to love someone, be loved, and how we present our love to the
world. She deconstructs her own personal canon of love stories, going
back to when her grandparents first met in a coal mining town, and also
her own dating life as a professor in Vancouver, drawing insights from her
fascinating research into the psychology, biology, history and literature of
love.
She uses biologists’ research into dopamine triggers to ask whether the
need to love is an innate human drive. She uses literary theory to show
why we prefer certain kinds of love stories. And she tells the story of how
she decided to test a psychology experiment – where the objective was to
create intimacy between strangers using a list of thirty-six questions – and
ended up having millions of people following her brand-new relationship.

Units
Code
Price

CD
7
4000CD
$66.20

DAISY
1
4000DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
4000MP3
$60.00
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COOK, Kenneth

Wake in Fright

adult fiction general

narrator: John Sharpe
The man flipped the piece of wood and the coins spun up into the air above
his head and dropped down on to the carpet.
There was silence.
Wake in Fright tells the tale of John Grant’s journey into an alcoholic, sexual
and spiritual nightmare. It is the original and the greatest outback horror
story. Bundanyabba and its citizens will forever haunt its readers.

Units
Code
Price

CD
4
4012CD
$46.40

DARRIEUSSECQ,
Marie

Being Here

adult non-fiction

narrator: Barbara Duncan

DAISY
1
4012DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
4012MP3
$60.00

Born in Germany in 1876, Paula Modersohn-Becker was the first female
artist to paint herself not only naked but pregnant. Being Here is a moving
account of the life of this ground-breaking Expressionist painter, by the
acclaimed French writer Marie Darrieussecq.
As her art evolves, Paula is torn between Paris and her home in northern
Germany. In Paris she can focus on her work, and mix with artists like Rodin
and Monet, or her close friend the poet Rainer Maria Rilke. But Germany is
home, and that’s where her painter husband Otto lives.
Darrieussecq thrillingly describes Paula’s discovery of her style and choice
of subjects - women, babies, domestic life. She tells the story of her fraught
marriage, her ambivalence about combining her passion for her career as
an artist with motherhood. And she recounts her tragic death at thirty-one,
days after giving birth.

Units
Code
Price

CD
3
3996CD
$39.80

DAISY
1
3996DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3996MP3
$60.00
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FLANNERY, Tim

Sunlight and Seaweed

Australian
adult non-fiction

narrator: John Sharpe
Acclaimed scientist Tim Flannery investigates exciting new technologies
currently being developed to address our most pressing environmental
threats in a book that presents a positive future for us and our planet.
Climate change, food production and toxic pollution present huge challenges,
but, as Flannery shows, we already have innovative, practical and inspiring
solutions. Solar energy has, until now, been limited to supplying power only
when the sun is shining. But new technology using concentrated sunlight to
provide intense heat energy that can be effectively stored overcomes this
problem, providing clean renewable power around the clock. Further, the
large amounts of power produced can be used to tackle the issue of feeding
the world’s growing population—by enabling energy-intense methods of
purifying polluted land for agricultural production.
Drawing carbon out of the atmosphere is an essential component in limiting
climate change. Flannery explores the potential of kelp, a fast-growing sea
algae, to be used on a large scale to convert carbon from the air to a nongaseous form, reducing levels of atmospheric carbon.
With accessible and engaging explanations of the fascinating science
behind these technologies, as well as accounts of the systems already in
operation around the world, Sunlight and Seaweed is an enlightening and
uplifting view of the future.

Units
Code
Price

CD
3
4007CD
$39.80

GARNER, Helen

The Spare Room

Australian
adult fiction general

narrator: Kaye Stevenson

DAISY
1
4007DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
4007MP3
$60.00

Helen lovingly prepares her spare room for her friend Nicola. She is coming
to visit for three weeks, to receive treatment she believes will cure her cancer.
From the moment Nicola staggers off the plane, gaunt and hoarse but still
somehow grand, Helen becomes her nurse, her guardian angel and her
stony judge.
The Spare Room tells a story of compassion, humour and rage. The two
women—one sceptical, one stubbornly serene—negotiate an unmapped
path through Nicola’s bizarre therapy, stumbling towards the novel’s terrible
and transcendent finale.

Units
Code
Price

CD
5
3575CD
$53.00

DAISY
1
3575DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3575MP3
$60.00
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GRENVILLE, Kate

The Lieutenant

Australian adult fiction
historical Indigenous

narrator: Kaye Stevenson
Daniel Rooke, soldier and astronomer, was always an outsider. As a young
lieutenant of marines he arrives in New South Wales on the First Fleet in
1788 and sees his chance. He sets up his observatory away from the main
camp, and begins the scientific work that he hopes will make him famous.
Aboriginal people soon start to visit his isolated promontory, and a child
named Tagaran begins to teach him her language. With meticulous care he
records their conversations. An extraordinary friendship forms, and Rooke
has almost forgotten he is a soldier when a man is fatally wounded in the
infant colony. The lieutenant faces a decision that will define not only who he
is but the course of his entire life.

Units
Code
Price

CD
8
3600CD
$72.80

GRENVILLE, Kate

Sarah Thornhill

Australian adult fiction
general

narrator: Kaye Stevenson

DAISY
1
3600DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3600MP3
$60.00

Sarah Thornhill is the youngest child of William Thornhill, convict-turnedlandowner on the Hawkesbury River. She grows up in the fine house her
father is so proud of, a strong-willed young woman who’s certain where her
future lies.
She’s known Jack Langland since she was a child, and always loved him. But
the past is waiting in ambush with its dark legacy.
There’s a secret in Sarah’s family, a piece of the past kept hidden from
the world and from her. A secret Jack can’t live with. A secret that changes
everything, for both of them.

Units
Code
Price

CD
8
3805CD
$72.80

DAISY
1
3805DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3805MP3
$60.00
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GRENVILLE, Kate

The Case Against Fragrance

adult non-fiction

narrator: Kaye Stevenson
Kate Grenville had always associated perfume with elegance and beauty.
Then the headaches started. Like perhaps a quarter of the population,
Grenville reacts badly to the artificial fragrances around us- other people’s
perfumes, and all those scented cosmetics, cleaning products and air
fresheners. On a book tour in 2015, dogged by ill health, she started
wondering- what’s in fragrance? Who tests it for safety? What does it do
to people? The more Grenville investigated, the more she felt this was a
story that should be told. The chemicals in fragrance can be linked not only
to short-term problems like headaches and asthma, but to long-term ones
like hormone disruption and cancer. Yet products can be released onto the
market without testing. They’re regulated only by the same people who
make and sell them. And the ingredients don’t even have to be named on
the label. This book is based on careful research into the science of scent
and the power of the fragrance industry. But, as you’d expect from an
acclaimed novelist, it’s also accessible and personal. The Case Against
Fragrance will make you see - and smell - the world differently.

CD
4
3992CD
$46.40

Units
Code
Price

HOLDEN, Kate

The Romantic

Australian autobiography

narrator: Barbara Duncan

DAISY
1
3992DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3992MP3
$60.00

When Kate decides to leave her past behind in Melbourne, it is the
beginning of a new journey. In the ruins of rome and the piazzas of
Naples, through poetry and passion, in strange streets and strange beds,
she hopes to find trugh. But this pilgrimage requires courage: in Italy
she may find true love, or lose her heart altogether. Or even find herself.

Units
Code
Price

CD
7
3770CD
$66.20

DAISY
1
3770DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3770MP3
$60.00
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HUNT, David

GIRT - The Unauthorised History of Australia

Australian
adult non-fiction

narrator: Kaye Stevenson
In this hilarious history, David Hunt tells the real story of Australia’s past
from megafauna to Macquarie ... the cock-ups and curiosities, the forgotten
eccentrics and Eureka moments that have made us who we are.
Mark Twain wrote of Australian history: ‘It does not read like history, but like
the most beautiful lies ... but they are all true, they all happened.’ In Girt, Hunt
uncovers these beautiful lies, recounting the strange and ridiculous episodes
that conventional histories ignore. The result is surprising, enlightening – and
side-splittingly funny.
Girt explains the role of the coconut in Australia’s only military coup, the
Dutch obsession with nailing perfectly good kitchenware to posts, and the
settlers’ fear of Pemulwuy and his Amazing Technicolor Dreamingcoat.
It introduces us to forgotten heroes like Mary McLoghlin, transported for the
typically Irish crime of ‘felony of sock’; Patyegarang, the young Eora girl who
co-authored the world’s most surprising dictionary; and Trim the cat, who
beat a French monkey to become the first animal to circumnavigate Australia.
Our nation’s beginnings were steeped in the unlikely, the incongruous and
the frankly bizarre. Girt restores these stories to their rightful place. Not to
read it would be un-Australian.

Units
Code
Price

CD
7
3850CD
$66.20

JORDAN, Toni

Nine Days

Australian
adult fiction general

narrator: Barbara Duncan

DAISY
1
3850DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3850MP3
$60.00

It is 1939 and although Australia is about to go to war, it doesn’t quite realise
yet that the situation is serious. Deep in the working-class Melbourne suburb
of Richmond it is business - your own and everyone else’s - as usual. And
young Kip Westaway, failed scholar and stablehand, is living the most
important day of his life.
Kip’s momentous day is one of nine that will set the course for each member
of the Westaway clan in the years that follow. Kip’s mother, his brother Francis
and, eventually, Kip’s wife Annabel and their daughters and grandson: all find
their own turning points, their triumphs and catastrophes, in days to come.
But at the heart of all their stories is Kip, and at the centre of Kip’s fifteenyear-old heart is his adored sister Connie. They hold the threads that will
weave a family.

Units
Code
Price

CD
7
3808CD
$66.20

DAISY
1
3808DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3808MP3
$60.00
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KELLY, Vivienne

The Starlings

adult fiction general

narrator: Tony Millett
It’s March 1985 and Nicky Starling is turning eight, but it’s a sad day.
Nicky’s grandmother Didie has just died. Almost worse - his father’s
beloved football team has lost the first match of the season.
Nicky will miss Didie but he still has Rose, Didie’s nurse. He wishes he
could love footy, but what he really loves are the tales of King Arthur and
stories from Shakespeare that his mother reads to him and that he acts
out in his bedroom. But these stories often end badly, an alarming fact for
a boy whose family life is starting to fracture.

Units
Code
Price

CD
8
3993CD
$72.80

KOCH, Herman

The Dinner

adult fiction mystery

narrator: Clem Fechner

DAISY
1
3993DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3993MP3
$60.00

Paul Lohman and his wife Claire are going out to dinner with Paul’s brother
Serge, a charismatic and ambitious politician, and his wife Babette. Paul
knows the evening will not be fun. The restaurant will be overpriced and
pretentious, the headwaiter will bore on about the organically certified
free-range this and artisan-fed that, and almost everything about Serge,
especially his success, will infuriate Paul.
But as the evening wears on it becomes clear that tonight’s dinner will be
even more difficult than usual. There is something the two couples have
to discuss. It’s about their teenage sons and the very bad things they have
been doing.
And it’s about how far two sets of parents will go to save their children
from the consequences of their actions.

Units
Code
Price

CD
7
3998CD
$66.20

DAISY
1
3998DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3998MP3
$60.00
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KOVAL, Ramona

Bloodhound

Australian
adult non-fiction

narrator: Barbara Duncan
I looked up the name in the phone book and rang the number. I tried to
imagine the conversation that might ensue. ‘Hello? I was wondering if
you’re the man who was recently at an auction and asked a woman named
Bernadette if I was married and had children and was happy - and if you are,
are you my real father?
Ramona Koval’s parents were Holocaust survivors who fled their homeland
and settled in Melbourne. As a child, Koval learned little about their lives only snippets from traumatic tales of destruction and escape. But she always
suspected that the man who raised her was not her biological father.
One day in the 1990s, long after her mother’s death, she decides she must
know the truth. A phone call leads to a photograph in the mail, then tea
with strangers. Before long Koval is interrogating a nursing-home patient,
meeting a horse whisperer in tropical Queensland, journeying to rural
Poland, learning other languages and dealing with Kafkaesque bureaucracy,
all in the hope of finding an answer.

Units
Code
Price

CD
7
3904CD
$66.20

KURBJUWEIT, Dirk

Fear

adult fiction mystery

narrator: Clem Fechner

DAISY
1
3904DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3904MP3
$60.00

I had always believed my father capable of a massacre. Whenever I heard on
the news that there had been a killing spree, I would hold my breath, unable
to relax until it was clear that it couldn’t have been him. That’s paranoid, I
know, but it’s inevitable if you grew up the way I did.
Randolph insists he had a normal childhood, though his father kept thirty
loaded guns in the house. Now he has an attractive, intelligent wife and two
children, enjoys modest success as an architect and has just moved into
a beautiful flat in a respectable part of Berlin. Life seems perfect - until his
wife, Rebecca, meets the man living in the basement below.
Their downstairs neighbour is friendly at first, but soon he starts to frighten
them - and when Randolph fails to act, the situation quickly spins out of
control.

Units
Code
Price

CD
7
3989CD
$66.20

DAISY
1
3989DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3989MP3
$60.00
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KURBJUWEIT, Dirk

Twins

adult fiction mystery

narrator: Clem Fechner
We didn’t want to be like twins - we wanted to be twins. We wanted to be
absolutely identical. But because we hadn’t been born twins, we had to
make ourselves the same - and part of that, of course, was having to go
through all our most important experiences together.
A classic coming-of-age story about friendship, first love and growing up.
Rowing partners Johann and Ludwig are best friends, but that’s not
enough. To defeat the region’s current champions, identical twins from a
nearby town, they must become twins too. Ludwig has a plan: they will
eat, sleep, breathe and even think in perfect harmony. Only then will they
have a chance of winning.
But Johann has a secret he’s been keeping from his friend—and when
Ludwig begins acting strangely, Johann realises that his ‘twin’ wants to
put their bond to the ultimate test.

Units
Code
Price

CD
3
3997CD
$39.80

DAISY
1
3997DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3997MP3
$60.00

LOUGHNAN, Roger
and RILEY, Marianne

You Must Be Kitch Loughnan - a memoir

Australian biography

narrator: Clem Fechner
“I have had a charmed life! I have been electrocuted, thrown by bucking
horses, had a snake in my pants, been horned out of the yards by wild
cattle, caught in a windmill, bashed, machine-gunned, torpedoed and
chased by an elephant. I am lucky to have survived to tell my story”

Units
Code
Price

CD
7
3971CD
$66.20

DAISY
1
3971DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3971MP3
$60.00
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McALARY, Brooke

Destination Simple

adult non-fiction self help

narrator: Elizabeth Oats
Simplify your life – from the inside out.
Brooke McAlary knows first-hand the power of simplifying and living with less.
After being diagnosed with postnatal depression, she embraced a slower,
more intentional life and rediscovered her health, energy and passion.
In Destination Simple, Brooke shows us how to harness the power of daily
rituals to create a calmer, happier life.
• Feel in control of your days.
• Minimise stress.
• Find pockets of peace on even the busiest day.
• Empty your mind and sleep better.
• Easily integrate mindfulness and gratitude into your daily life.
Discover how a few changes to the flow of daily life can create long-term,
lasting change.

Units
Code
Price

CD
2
4004CD
$33.20

DAISY
1
4004DAISY
$80.00

McGIRR, Michael

Snooze - The Lost Art of Sleep

adult non-fiction

narrator: Clem Fechner

MP3
1
4004MP3
$60.00

Michael always had trouble sleeping, but the arrival of twins made him
realise he’d never known true exhaustion. While he celebrated these small
children who brought him so much joy, he also found himself desperately
searching for a few extra winks a night.
In Snooze, McGirr delves into the mysterious world of sleep: its many
benefits, its stubborn elusiveness and what our brains get up to while we’re
in bed. He takes readers on a tour through the odd sleep patterns of some
of history’s greatest figures, including Plato and Homer, Shakespeare and
Dickens, Florence Nightingale (who slept a great deal) and Thomas Edison
(who hardly slept at all). He looks at the demise of sleep in our ever more
fragmented world, and what that means for everyone from average sleepers
to those with serious sleep disorders. And he describes his own family’s
quest to master the ancient art of getting a decent kip.

Units
Code
Price

CD
7
4006CD
$66.20

DAISY
1
4006DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
4006MP3
$60.00

Queensland Narrating Service Catalogue of Audio Books - october 2017 to april 2018

McKNIGHT, Harriet

Rain Birds

Australian
adult fiction general

narrator: Kaye Stevenson
Alan and Pina have lived contentedly in isolated – and insular – Boney
Point for thirty years. Now they are dealing with Alan’s devastating earlyonset Alzheimer’s diagnosis. As he is cast adrift in the depths of his own
mind, Pina is left to face the consequences alone, until the arrival of a
flock of black cockatoos seems to tie him, somehow, to the present.
Nearby, conservation biologist Arianna Brandt is involved in a project
trying to reintroduce the threatened glossy black cockatoos into the wilds
of Murrungowar National Park. Alone in the haunted bush, and with her
birds failing to thrive, Arianna’s personal demons start to overwhelm her
and risk undoing everything.
At first, when the two women’s paths cross, they appear at loggerheads
but – in many ways – they are invested in the same outcome but for
different reasons.Ultimately, unexpected events will force them both to let
go of their pasts and focus on the future.

CD
5
4008CD
$53.00

Units
Code
Price

MURRAY, Martine

Marsh and Me

young adult fiction

narrator: Clem Fechner

DAISY
1
4008DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
4008MP3
$60.00

There’s a hill out the back of Joey’s house. Hardly anyone goes there - it’s
not a beautiful place, just a covered-over old rubbish tip. But Joey likes it
up there. It’s his hill - somewhere he likes to go to wonder about life. He
longs to be the best at something, to be a famous astronaut, or mountain
climber, to stand out.
When Joey discovers a tree house in an old peppercorn tree on the hill,
he is annoyed that someone has invaded his special place. But he is also
curious about who the intruder could be. But making contact isn’t easy.
The tree-house girl is wild and hostile and full of secrets - Joey needs to
work out a way to win her over. And as he does, he finds a way to shine.

Units
Code
Price

CD
4
4005CD
$46.40

DAISY
1
4005DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
4005MP3
$60.00
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NEWITZ, Annalee

Scatter, Adapt, and Remember

adult non-fiction

narrator: Pierce Bragg
Climate change. Pandemics. Catastrophic Volcanoes. Should we just give
up and accept our doom? Absolutely not. Homo Sapiens will survive the
next mass extinction.
Annalee Newitz’s brilliantly speculative and hopeful work of popular science
focuses our attention on humanity’s long history of dodging the bullet of
extinction - and suggests practical ways to keep doing it. From bacteria
labs in St. Louis to ancient underground cities in central Turkey, we discover
the keys to long-term survival. This book leads us away from apocalyptic
thinking, into a future where we live to build a better world.

Units
Code
Price

CD
9
3962CD
$79.40

DAISY
1
3962DAISY
$80.00

O’FLYNN, Mark

The Last Days of Ava Langdon

adult non-fiction

narrator: Dale Heidenreich

MP3
1
3962MP3
$60.00

It has been twenty years since Ava Langdon published her much-lauded
novel The Apple Pickers. Now, she leads a reclusive life in the Blue
Mountains, with two rats and her typewriter as her companions. She
dresses in men’s clothes and carries a machete in her belt; she speaks
French to the townspeople, paying no heed to their confusion. Above all
else, however, she is still a fearless writer, inspired to seek beauty and
perfection, and – despite her isolated existence – to imagine the inner
lives of other people.

Units
Code
Price

CD
5
3986CD
$53.00

DAISY
1
3986DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3986MP3
$60.00

Queensland Narrating Service Catalogue of Audio Books - october 2017 to april 2018

RACKMAN, Tom

Basket of Deplorables

adult fiction general

narrator: John Sharpe
Almost true stories for a post-truth world.
A Manhattan party on election night. Liberal media types gather with big
grins and high-end canapés to watch the Trump-Clinton results come
in, expecting a smooth victory for Hillary. As the outcome shifts and they
descend into panic, the host stands abruptly before her guests, confessing
a shocking crime of years before.
What follows is a series of witty, cutting, addictive tales of Trump times,
portraying Democrats and Republicans in a divided America, from powerful
to powerless, angry to thwarted, from a Starbucks barista who dreams of
making it onstage, to a couple whose online date goes bitterly awry, to a
charmingly wicked US businessman living undercover in rural Italy.

Units
Code
Price

CD
4
4001CD
$46.40

DAISY
1
4001DAISY
$80.00

TANGEY, Penny

Loving Richard Feynman

young adult fiction general

narrator: Jan Huggett

MP3
1
4001MP3
$60.00

Richard Feynman was a Nobel Prize-winning physicist. Catherine is
a science-loving fifteen year old. Richard helped build the atom bomb.
Catherine’s just trying to survive school.
When your life is falling apart around you, is talking to a dead physicist
normal?
Catherine thinks so, but it isn’t until her life begins unravelling that she
learns who she can really trust.

Units
Code
Price

CD
4
3901CD
$46.40

DAISY
1
3901DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3901MP3
$60.00
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TOOHEY, Edwina
Australian
adult non-fiction

Before the Aeroplane Dance

narrator: Jan Huggett

The Torres Strait was the escape from the treacherous coral graveyard
of the Great Barrier Reef, but an escape that claimed many a Dutch
merchant ship and Spanish gold galleon. Indonesian/Chinese beche-demer fishing fleets and Japanese pearl divers helped to make these waters
the most exotic in the world.
At the same time in the late 19th century the gold miners flooded in to the
Palmer and the Hogkinson fields on Cape York and the tragic story of the
mission stations for the Aborigines followed.
The tranquillity of rainforest and coral cay was lost for ever as adventurers,
eccentrics, plantation growers and South Pacific seafarers poured in
to Cooktown, Carins, Kuranda and Innisfail. Strange tales and heroic
struggles.

Units
Code
Price

CD
7
3742CD
$66.20

DAISY
1
3742DAISY
$80.00

MP3
1
3742MP3
$60.00
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